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A CIVIC ESSAY. 





(Concluded. ) 


WHEN we engaged in the war, we were informed that the 
end was, the faving of our allies, and fettling of Europe. The 
cafe is long inverted ; Europe is diftra@ed ; and the war is our 
own in burden and price; nor ean we leave it. We call it 
the mild and good reign of George the Third: but in this fame 
reign two wars, the moft difgraceful and diftrefsful hap- 
pened ; the latter is not yet over ; it indeed feems at a defperate 
ftage. Are the expences of his Majefty lefs than thofe of paft 
kings; and are his exactions more humane? Do propsgation 
‘ and acquifition florifh inviolate beneath the fhelter of his re« 
ligious and gracious power? or does his avaricious fcepter 
firike atthe vitals of real and perfonal property! The taxes 
of the day are heavy—heavy on the poor—and eafy to the rich 3 
the lives and rights of the former are the {port and fupport of, 
are purchafed and facrificed by, the latter: the bleffings of life 
are fwallowed into the gulphs of luxury, and the riches of trade 
flow into the bafons of monopoly. Scanty and thirfty are the 
precarious rills that remain frem the luxuriant gardens, the 

golden 
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golden pleafures of the great, to wet the exhaufted fields of the 
multitude of labour and contempt. We add of late to the 


other titles cf our wife and viCtorious king, fome rivers and. 


captures in the Indies, but (not to fay that thefe are dear and 
precarious feizures, finte they coft tous many millions of 
money, and thoufarids of lives, and even the favages and flaves 
are pantingly impatient of ourehriftian charity) do we vainly hope 
that the French will never be equal to us on the ocean’? Have’ 
we no dread at their getting into Holland, acquiring additional 
force, and oper room to our coafts? And igit not likely that the 
whole of our Weft India Hlands will fhortly be im their poffef- 
fion ? Muft we not fo relinquifh the captures, that are to reim-’ 
burfe to us the immenfe expences of war? Arid fhould the 
French effeét this, will the government tell the nation, that 
though they called home war, yet the people ought and muft 
fight for the continuance of that power, that fettered’ and tram- 
pled down all the liberty, the fecurity—whatever they ufed to 


enjoy, that {poiled their daily byead ; and left them to pine in 
want, thoufarids in want of common neceflaries? Do our ftatef.- 


men think that the multitude can ftill be ignorant that THE 
WAR iS MORE TO BREAK FNDEPENDENCE IN ENGLAND, 
THAN JACOBINISM IN FRANCE. 


A name is in itfelf nothing, yet we daily fee that parties 
and factions do every thing in hunting down people averfe to 


their worft meafures by bad words: I will put a familiar cafe. 


Roberfpierre,the late head of the Jacobins, was proclaimed 


traitor, dictator, monfler; becaufe he feémed ambitious of the 
‘firft place among. his citizens : yet it is notorious that during his 


prefidency the French executed what were ridiculed the vaunts. 


of their reverie ; and now by confequence flourifh to the terror 
of all their encmies. However it is eafy to perceive, that his 
facritice was the effect of jealoufy in a convention whofé lead 
ing features are equal honours ; and not of the natiom at large, 
‘to whom probably he were ftill dear, had he not become ase 
noxious to the fchemes of party. 
Now for the fake of a contraft, I will fuppofe that: tthe king, 
or his manager, in this land of freedom, involved the reluétane 
: natiop 
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mation in the moft ruinous war : that he feduces the whole parlia- 
ment to his arbitrary meafures from their fidelity. and duty: that 
he takes the monies of the the people to fubfidize princes nearer 
to the danger than ourfelves ; and feizes the perfons and private 
writings of any.that dare to {peak out, or meet together, about 
holding charters long ago granted to fecure life and property from 
the gripe and avarice of bad governors: that thus he brings the 
conftitution to an inquifition, where men are obliged to accufe 
themfelves, and to fall under the yoke of paffive obedience : I 
will fuppofe this, and afk whether is the worfe diéator, the 
late demagogue of France, or the public manager of England? 
J will afk more, what is the difference, to all good intents and 
purpofes, between the Gallic di@ator, and the Britith minifter ; 
if even the former was removing all oppofition to his afpiring 
defigns at the expence of his country: and if the latter pur- 
chafes over, or tramples down all who ftruggle for the old rights 
and compaéts of the people ; and fo ftrengthens his party, thar 
the government muft fall when he goes: If this be fo, all rea- 
fonable thinkers will conccive that thefe different names fignify 
the fame, or a like idea, on each fide of our argument. How- 
ever the fate ot Reberfpicrre proves that the dictator of a'frec 
people is accountable : but, J take it, few with us will, atlert 
ahat ours is at prefeat refponfible. The glow of French liberty 
confumes every thing like tyranny; while fubject prudence 
elfewhere, the cautious fitter of fear, fuffers all the abufes of 

power. . 
The Engtith were ever amufed with the founds conftitution 
and reprefentation.; ;>byt.now they muft fee them to be empty 
names. Perhaps the only quality of conftitution is the trial by 
jury ; and it is notorious that, in any of the cafes of gavernment, 
it can be counteracted by judicial chicane to purpofes of ftate. 
‘But. as to reprefeptation, it is fham and venality. . Notyto fay 
that the majority of the fenate get in, and fit down as fervants 
.of the erown, wherever the fhow of reprefentation remains, 
the money and influence of candidates and nobles, are infal- 
ble. . Inthe houfe, the elected confiders him amenable to 
; government 
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government alone; and if he {peaks for his ele‘tors, and act 


an 
the part of a patriot, it is moftly to provoke a good engagement be: 
on the other fide. So that often he that fhines one day, the th: 
orator of the people, abufes them on the morrow, as only fit to thi 
cater luxuries for noblemen, from whom they muft ftand at ne 
aweful diftance on poor allowance. After all, conftitution and tal 
reprefentation are poftuiates to the encomiafts of government: cai 
they go to the diforders of Greece and Rome to prove againft co 
republics. Bur were the modes of reprefenting now practifed in 


in America, known to thofe glorious democracies, inftead of the da 
confufion of every one {peaking and giving fuffrag> in their po- 


va 
pular affemblies, their conttitutions had not been weather-cocks gr 
turned about by the perfuafive breath of leaders, and orators: gi 
In America, an unperplexed code is a eonftitution, a common gl 
criterion of law and right; and the reprefentative is the mef- 
fenger to congrefs, fpeaking the particular fentimen’s and occa- nu 
fions of his conftituents: to thein he is anfwerable ; and conti- In 
nues or abdicates as they will it. He cannot keep his office in tal 
fpite to the eighth year; and fell their natural and civil rights, th 
and laugh at them to boot. ‘Bm 
But if the French imitate the civic vengeance of Rome, they | In 
revive her difinterefted virtue. Punifhment the moft fevere is Bu 
neceflary to maintain erder after fuch a wreck of eftates, and fa 
lucrative places, that fourifhed for thoufands in the rapacity th 
and luxurv of the late government. Thus eonfideririg the we 
change of fortunes we mut admire their mutual charity’; and 
fee that the mighty preiiure, from without, made unanimity 
within. It givés alfo an inftance of the invincible force of the 
public mind in France; and thews that though they fometimes 
Jeave their great caufe to follow divided interefts, vet they all 
rally around the ftandard of national liberty. Whence it comes 
that the monarchic rod of iron can never be exerted again untill 
the ftripes and wounds it inflicted be forgotten. 
Our effort to raife this fallen tyranny is a proof of the badnefs 
of our own polity. Virtue is not uneafy in the fall of vice. 
We only want to have inhuman pica for our own abnies % 


and 
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and cruelties: We want to keep our old ‘axiom of being the 
beft of bad governments: but were we wife we mutt perceive 
that, in balancing evils, the difference, if even good, is no- 
thing in the fcales againt weights of mifehief. In like man- 
ner our; exciting (and rejoicing in) the downfal of French dic- 
tators or ‘taden, argues our want of fi agacity 2 Their removal 
can only bring confufion, prefent difpute and quarrel, in the 
collifion, of ictieatied parties ; ; and make caution.and experience 
in future, However France cannot be. quiet in a boifterous 
day ; but, after the ftorm fybfide, we may hope, from the ad- 
vances of knowledge, and feience, that fhe will take the inte- 
grity and leave the infanity of the antient democracies ; and 
give to the ftates a pattern of pacific as the did of sateen 
glory. 
After all, if, like the old republics, the be the dupe of infi- 
nuating artifice, her liberty is ‘cheated, but’ not extinguifhed. 
In republics there i is a fpirit always afloat which monarchies 
take care’ to quench. In Greece and Rome the people, being 
the creatures and clients of eloquent and valiant pitrons, were 
* moftly led, but {gldom dgjvgn into their ambitious meafures, 
In the latter examine the characters of a Mari\ 1S) a Cxfar— 
Julius, his glories and his virtues, you will difc notes in their 
faces all the fine features of honour and hardihogd. When 
their lives were changed, or their defigns were known, they 
were dafhed to abafement, and dragged in the duft. 
* Speak, O man! does this capacious feepe, 
With half that kindling majelty dilate 
Thy ftrong conception, as when Brutus rofe 
Refulgent from the ftroke of Crefir’s fate, 
Amid the croud of patriots; and his arm 
Aloft extending, like eternal Jove, 
When guilt brings down the thunder, call’d aloud 
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On Tully’s name, and fhook his crimfon fteel, 

And bade the father of his country hail! 2 
_ For lo! the tyrant proftrate.in the duft, 

And Rome again is free ! 


The cafe of monarchy is oppofite, by which fortitadé'‘in the 
growth is contraéted to the humble dwarf; and genids in the 
bud tranfplanted to the quick-fet row, and lopped day after 
day ; by which the bad are cherithed, and the good fafpected 
and oppreffed ; by which the multitude are numbered to Cappa- 
docian patience—are allowed only inert life, that they may 
flumber in fervile walks, and never dream of rifing to their 


matters. 
LUCIUS. 


THE RESOLVE; 
OR) 
HAIR POWDER REJECTED, 
A. NEW SONG. 


FE ROM days of yore, a wig I wore, 
Which neatly powder’d pleas’d me ; 
J bore no blame, nor for the fame 
Did ftatefmen tax or teize me; 
But now alas! ’tis come to pafs, 
How great our confternation! 
That powder’d Hair and wigs we wear, 
Are fubjeéts of taxation. 


No ftatefman yet till heaven-born Pitt, 
Hath ever feem’d to mind them ; 
But he to grains would tax our Brains 
If he knew where to find them; 
But not a hair of mine fhall bear 
This grievous smpofition, 
Tho’ Pirt fhould bounce, Dunpas fhould flounce, 
And Reeves fhould cry—sepition! 


My 
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My grizzle wig I bought of Trigg, 
(Unpowder’d, who could bear it? ) 

I told my wife—nor thought of ftrife, 
Now tax’d I would not wear it. 

My dear faid fhe, be rul’d by me, 
And be not fuch a ninny, 

Tis to fupport the war and court ; 

Poh! never mind a guinea. 

































All men of fenfe have confidence 
“That Pirr will well apply it. 
In my reply, my dear faid I, 

'  Excufe me, I deny it. 

And as on him, fo prone to trim, 
I can have no reliance ;, 
T’'ll deck my knob, in a brown bob, 

And bid his tax defiance. 


My fervant John—a muckle men, 
Detefing this taxation ; 

Told Nell and Sue, my fervants too, 
What Ais determination : 

When each agreed, with equal fpeed, 
(Though of white heads none prouder) 

To thew their /enfe and fave their pence 

By /cratching out their powder. 


Says Nell to Sue, this taxing crew 
Determin’d are to grieve-us ; 
They tax us fo from top to toe, 
A fhilling they'll not leave us ; 
But Sue d’ve fee, fince we agree 
To cleanfe our heads and oil them, 
And powder'd hair no more to wear, 
In this we're {ure to foil them. 
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O could I get that deep one Pitt 
But once within my clutches ! 

I'd tweak his nofe, and ftamp his toes, 
My indignation fuch is ; 

At mafter’s pond I fhould be fond 
This tax his teeth to twit in, 

And duck him there till wild he ftare, 
As any half drown’d kitten! 


Said Sufan, I my ftrength would try 
To keep him in the water, 

Till almoft {pent he thould confent 
To ceafe from blood and flaughter : 

For ’tis as true as my name’s SUE, © 
We ne'er fhall be defended 

From harpies claws, and hungry jaws, 
Until the WAR is ended. 


Says John ’tis plain, the youth's infane ; 
To Bedlam let us take him, 

Where if he rave, men ftout and brave 
Will quickly quiet make him. 

In Docrors care we'll leave him there, 
Who mind not mad pretences, 

Till fhav’d his head and daily bled, 
They bring him to his fenfes. 


Diverted at this nouvelle chat, 
I burft into a laughter ; 
Away ran Nell, and John as well, 
And Sufan quickly after ; 
But not deter’d they kept their word 
No heads are cleans’d compleater ; 
And now they wear their nut brown hair; 
No mortal can look neater. 
It AP OG 
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